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Worship: Saturday, 5:30 p.m. and Sunday, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
SS Christmas Program Practice & Christian Education Hour: Sunday, 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School Christmas Program & Supper: Sunday, 5:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS AT BETHANY - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 11:00 A.M - 3:00 P.M.
It’s here!!!l See you all on Saturday, December 12, 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. for this joyous
celebration. Come and enjoy the Scandinavian Smorgasbord, Bake Sale, Demonstrations and
Crafts, Antiques, Collectibles & Book Sale. Funds raised from this project will be divided
between Bethany’s parlor remodel, Upper Des Moines’ Crisis Fund and the Tanzanian Well
Project. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will be contributing to this project. Let this be a start
to a MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!
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Prayer Concerns

Recently hospitalized: Vi Larson, Corrine Dahl,
Lois Christman

Recovering at home: Keith Orr, Richard Riedemann
and Jan Hopkins

Deane Goodale in Hospice care at home

Shelley Gaunt'’s stepfather and Jake Letcher’s
grandfather, Elwyn “Bud” Letcher died Friday, 12/4
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Notes
I would like to thank all the wonderful friends at
Bethany for their many works of kindness during my
recent illness. A special thank you for all the prayers that
sustained me when nothing else could. A special thanks
to the pastors and to pastor Scott and Kim who came to

Sioux Falls to help out. We are home now and hope to

recover here. In appreciation,
Keith Orr

The prayers, thoughts, and cards we received were
much appreciated at the time of my mother, Melva
Woolston’s death. It is a real comfort to have the support
of friends and family. Thank you,

Chris & Carolyn Christofferson

Bethany Lutheran Sunday School
Christmas Program
“Proclaim Messiah’s Birth”

Sunday, December 13 at 5:00 p.m.

Supper to follow in the Dining Room
Ham, Baked Potatoes w/Butter & Sour Cream
Corn, Rolls, Milk, Coffee & Bars
(A free-will offering will be accepted.)

Ushers for Christmas Worship
With the extra worship services on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day (see schedule below), there is a need
for ushers to help greet and seat people at all of these
services. If you can help in this capacity, please sign up
at the church office or you may call to let us know (262-
2327). Thank you.

Christmas Eve: 4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., 11:00 p.m.
Christmas Day: 9:00 a.m.



Gifts & Memorials

Bethany Lutheran Church gratefully
acknowledges the following Gifts & Memorials
recently received:

FOR PARLOR IMPROVEMENT:

In memory of Dorothy Sorenson

In memory of Elsie Kisher

In memory of Dennis Bergeson
FOR BETHANY FOOD PANTRY:

In memory of Leonard Anderson
FOR ASSISTIVE HEARING DEVICES

In memory of Leonard Anderson

In memory of Richard Kramer
FOR MISSION KITS:

In memory of Dennis Bergeson

dunday dchool Corner

Cheryl Stueven (346-8385)
“ MPRESS THEM ON YOUR CHILDREN. TALK
ABOUT THEM WHEN YOU SIT AT HOME AND
WHEN YOU WALK ALONG THE ROAD, WHEN YOU
LIE DOWN AND WHEN YOU GET UP. ”
Deuteronomy 6:7
A hard time for parents and children are the
teenage years. Parents expect things to be the way
they were when the teenagers were little. On the
other hand teenagers have to deal with peer pressure
as well as increasing responsibilities. Sometimes the
teenager fights back against structure and routine.
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Someti mes they don’t want to
FOR MUSIC MINISTRY AT BETHANY .
In memory of Dennis Bergeson This passage from Deuteronomy urges parents to
UNDESIGNATED: teach their childrenabout God’'s | ove da
In memory of Alice Schar give up. When our l'ives expr
God's love to our children. A

Stephen Ministry Program at Bethany
Comes to a Close

I have been asked as a member of the Bethany church
council to inform you that our Stephen’s Ministry
program is dissolving. I am told that it is because of a
lack of new membership to carry on where other
dedicated members have let off. Stephen’s ministry has
been a wonderful hand to help with the mission of our
church. Our mission is to: Invite People to Experience
the Grace of God Through Jesus Christ and Be
Transformed.

It is unfortunate that this ministry is being put on
hold. The hole that it will leave needs to be filled with a
similar mission, a mission to serve those in need in our
own congregation. This is an opportunity for us to take
notice and do more than we have been doing, as
individuals. We will find a way to fill this need.

I would like to thank all of you who have been
committed to helping others through the Stephen’s
Ministry program. You have been a blessing to our
church family for all that you have done for us. We, as
members, need to continue to be the hands for Christ; to
reach out to those who need comfort in the church
family.

God is urging us, right now, to take responsibility for
our Bethany family. This goes beyond the Stephen’s
ministry. We are all in need of comfort and support.
That is what we are here for: to experience God’s grace
and to be transformed.

Bethany stands strong for her membership and for
the surrounding community. If we put God in charge,
we will find an answer. From the long time members, to
the most recently joined; Jesus is the answer. We need to
open our hearts through prayer and let him lead us.

Respectfully,
Beth Brockshus, Mutual Ministries

ourselves learn, bit by bit, how to speak to our
children about our own faith. We can tell them what
it means to us that God loves us. We can forgive
them. We can tell them why we worship. We can take
them to worship with us. We can teach with love and
grace, the same love and grace we have received from

God.

e  Sunday, Dec. 13: 9:45 a.m. Christmas program practice.
Meet your teacher in the sanctuary.

e Sunday, Dec. 13: 5 pm. Sunday School Christmas
program followed by supper hosted by the 7™ & 8™
Confirmation classes.

e Wednesday, Dec. 16: 6 p.m. Advent supper hosted by
the Parish Education: Spaghetti with meat sauce, garlic
& garlic cheese bread, salad, desert, coffee & milk
(earlier for choir members!).

e Sunday, Dec. 20: 9:45 am. Sunday School Christmas
Social in the dining room. Christmas fun for the entire
family.

Bethany Youth News

This Sunday we will have Sunday Sch ool and
Youth Group at the regular times. During Advent
we will have supper and attend worship together
and meet after that in the youth room. On the 16
we will celebrate Christmas after the Advent
service. Please bring a white elephant gift, for our
gif t exchange.

0Godoés Creationo
for sale between services. They are $7 each. Get
yours this weekend. 0&théysnake
great Christmas gifts 0 pick up extras for your
friends and family.
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Lizz Buchan ,
Bethany Youth D irector
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Lutheran Services in Iowa
“Together We Shine”
WHEN JESUS SPOKE AGAIN TO THE PEOPLE, HE SAID, "l AM THE
LIGHT OF THE WORLD. WHOEVER FOLLOWS ME WILL NEVER
WALK IN DARKNESS, BUT WILL HAVE THE LIGHT OF LIFE." John 8:12

“Together We Shine” has been a recurring theme
throughout the year for Lutheran Services in Iowa, and
with the support of congregations across the state we
have shined bright. Children, families and individuals
have been embraced by the light of people like you who
understand that sometimes we all need a helping hand
when struggling through difficult times. Thank you for
sharing your light and the light of Christ by supporting
LSI through prayer, volunteering and financial
contributions throughout the year. May you and your
family have a blessed Christmas season and we look
forward to walking with you in service in the New Year
at hand.

(Not e: Gifts for the
accepted through year-end and will be matched in the amount
of $1 for every $2 given. If you would like to donate to
Lutheran Services in lowa, use the envelopes in the narthex by
the Guest Book and make your check payable to Lutheran

Services in Iowa.)
Poinsettias

Bethany Altar Guild would like to thank the
following people who provided poinsettias to beautify
the sanctuary for the Advent & Christmas seasons:

ELLEN SORENSON in memory of loved ones
NATASHA RUTTER in memory of loved ones

CAROL DOUGLAS in memory of Lyle Douglas

DAVE & DONNA COOKE in honor of their family
GEORGE & CAROLYN KRUGER giving thanks to God
KARL & CYNTHIA BRANDT to the Glory of God;

GARY & DENISE TOLZMANN in memory of loved ones
CONNIE WILLIAMS in memory of Paul Williams
LAVONNE KRAMER in memory of Richard Kramer

MIKE & GINA HEITER in memory of Eugene Todd and
Bernard & Berma Thomsen

CINDY HINTON in memory of Donald & Steven Huckfelt

ROGER LUNDBERG in memory of Dorothy Lundberg

DONNA JONES in honor of her great-grandchildren

KENT & JULIE HANSON in honor of their grandchildren
Taylor, Jaiden and Wylie

IMALINYI LUTHERAN PARISH in joyful praise and
thanksgiving on the celebration of the birth of Jesus
Christ on behalf of our brothers and sisters in Christ
at Usharika Imalinyi, Tanzania. In every
communication, they ask for our prayers for them -
as they pray for us, their Bethany brothers and
sisters.

Christmas Social - Family Fun for Everyone

Be sure to mark your calendar for Sunday, December
20, from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. so you don’t miss the
Sunday School Christmas Social. There will be
fellowship, cookie decorating, quilt tying and crafts.
Come join the fun!!

Women of BEEhanV
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--- All Women are Welcome! 0 Join Anytime! ---

Visit a Bible Study in December ‘09. The focus for this
month is Change
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Theme verse: Romans 6:13b
You may join in the study and discussion this month on
Tuesday, December 15 - 9:30 a.m.-Priscilla
at Alice Nielsen’s 2002 234 Ave W.
Sunday mornings at 9:45 during Sunday School hour -
meet in the library on the lower level. Bible study will
be: Jesus: The One and Only,
December 13 - Week 5 “The Christ of God”
December 20 - Share/prayer (no classon12/27)
January 3 - Week 6 “The Necessity”
January 10 - Share/prayer
If you have any questions, please call Rachel Simington
at 262-4776.
Linda Susie will lead the same study on Thursday
evenings, at 7:00 p.m. on December 17 for Week 5 &
January 7 for Week 6 studies. If you are interested please
contact Linda at 262-6621.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Keep crocheting, keep knitting and keep praying. Thank
you for 2 prayer shawls. They will be dedicated soon.

Everyone is welcome to join Women of
Bethany 3 Elizabeth Circle in fellowship and

singing Christmas Carols in the church parlor

On Thursday, December 17 at 1:30 p.m.




Via de Cristo

WHAT Is IT? Via de Cristo is a three-day school, which
takes a New Testament look at Christianity as a life
style. It is a highly-structured weekend designed to
strengthen and renew the faith of Christian people, and
through them, their families, congregations, and the
environments in which they live, work, and play. Via de
Cristo is a combined effort of laity and clergy working
together to bring renewal to the church. Via de Cristo
recognizes that God’s people are provided with many
spiritual gifts. Via de Cristo, however, does not identify
with the charismatic movement.*

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? Christians who believe their
spiritual lives need strengthening; who have many
unanswered questions about prayer, study, and sharing
their faith, who understand that being Christian
involves responsibility and who would like to have both
the spiritual foundation and moral reserve to carry this
out in their lives; who are willing to dedicate their
everyday lives to God in an on-going manner, are the
best pilgrims to attend a Via de Cristo. *

WHAT CAN I EXPECT? Via de Cristo begins on Thursday
evening and ends on Sunday evening. While you are
attending you spend three busy, but very enjoyable
days. You live and study together with much singing,
prayer, worship, and discussion. Discussions center
around the talks given by laity and clergy. The talks
center around the grace of God, its reality in your life,
and how you can live the life of grace, imparting grace
to others. You have the opportunity to participate in the
daily celebration of Holy Communion and you begin to
understand the real presence of Christ in the Body of
believers.*

WHEN Is IT? The next Via de Cristo men's weekend is
January 14-17, 2010 and the women's weekend is
January 21-24, 2010 at Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp.

How CAN I GET SIGNED UP? Registrations are available
on-line at www.iowalutheransecretariat.org or you may
pick one up at the church office.

WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION: If you are
thinking about attending or have questions about Via de
Cristo and would like more information, please talk to
Steve or Theone Quattlebaum, Pastor Meier or Pastor
Taylor, or you may visit their website at
www.iowalutheransecretariat.org.

(*Used by permission. Copyright © lowa Lutheran Secretariat:
from their website - www.iowalutheransecretartiat.org)

Help Wanted
Caring person to sleep/watch over elderly
gentleman from 12:15 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. Monday through

Thursday and alternating Saturday/Sunday a.m. Call
363-4692.

Year-End Newsletter Notes

The last 2009 issue of the Bethany Herald will be
mailed out on 12/12/2009. There will be no Bethany
Herald on December 31. The weekly Thursday schedule
will resume on January 7, 2010. If you have items that
need to be included in the newsletter before year-end,
please have them submitted to the church office as soon
as possible so they can be included in the 12/17 or 12/23
issues. The deadline for items to be included in the
12/23 newsletter is Monday, 12/21 by noon. Thank you!

CALENDAR

Saturday, December 12
7:30am Men of Bethany Bible Study
11:00 am Christmas at Bethany Scandinavian
to 3:00 pm Heritage-Fest
5:30 pm Worship
Sunday, December 13
8:30am Worship
9:45am Christian Education Hour
SS Christmas Program Practice
11:00 am Worship
5:00 pm Sunday School Christmas Program with
Ham Supper following the program
in the dining room
7:00 pm High School Youth Group
Monday, December 14
7:00 pm Evangelism Visits (BM)
Tuesday, December 15
9:00 am Staff Meeting (KG)
9:30 pm Women of Bethany - Priscilla
at A. Nielsen’s 2002-231d Ave W.
Wednesday, December 16
9:30 am Bible Study & Prayer Group
4:00 pm Children’s Choir
6:00 pm Advent Supper & (Spaghetti, Salad, Bread)
6:00 pm Choir
7:30 pm  Bell Choir
7:30 pm Confirmation Workshop
7:30 pm  Men of Bethany Bible Study
7:30 pm High School Bible Study
Thursday, December 17
1:30 pm Women of Bethany - Elizabeth (parlor)
7:00 pm Women of Bethany Book Study (library)
Saturday, December 19
7:30am Men of Bethany Bible Study
5:30 pm Worship with Communion
Sunday, December 20
8:30 am Worship with Communion
9:45am Christian Education Hour
Christmas Social with cookie decorating,
quilt-tying and crafts (dining room)
11:00 am Worship with Communion
7:00 pm Youth Group



http://www.iowalutheransecretariat.org/
http://www.iowalutheransecretariat.org/




